
Life Roles

Self-directed Learner 

Responsible Citizen

Collaborative Performer

 Effective Communicator 

Problem Solver

It's Our 
Mission...

To create an 
environment

that gives all students 
the opportunity to 

achieve their fullest 
personal

and academic 
potential in order to 
become productive 

and responsible
citizens
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Upcoming Events & Important Dates

     Mark your calendars for key school events

Community & Alumni Appreciation

     Featuring the people who make our community great!

 Spotlight on Schools

     Highlighting standout programs, events, and achievements

Ridley Athletics

     Team recaps, upcoming games and athlete spotlights

Activities Recap

     Club highlights, accomplishments and more

Ridley School District Media

     Watch school events, and clips on our YouTube channels

The Locker 

     Purchase school spirit wear, merchandise and more!

HR Employment 

     Become part of the School District Staff today!

Family Support Services

     Resources to help parents, students and school community

T a b l e  o f  
C o n t e n t s  
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4
NOV

27-28
NOV

3
NOV

In-Service Day
  State Legislative Elections

Veterans Day
Honoring military veterans of the 

United States Armed Forces.

Thanksgivng Break
Have a safe and happy holiday!

Mark Your Calendars

 

11
NOV

Ridley School District
 Board Meeting

Click here for the full District calendar

https://core-docs.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/3916/RSD/5850772/Calendar_2025-2026.pdf


Gal� L. Hel�e�e×e«

This year, Ridley proudly honors Miss Gail L. 
Heinemeyer with the “R” Legacy Award — a 
recognition celebrating extraordinary dedication, 
leadership, and lifelong service to our schools 
and community.
A Ridley graduate and the daughter of Arthur and 
Claire Heinemeyer, both longtime district 
supporters and educators, Gail continued her 
family’s tradition of service in remarkable ways. 
Over her 45-year career in Ridley School District, 
she served as a teacher, coach, advisor, assistant 
principal, principal, and Director of Support 
Services, always advocating for students and 
uplifting those around her.
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Ridley Homecoming “R” 
Legacy Award Honoree

Gail’s impact extended well beyond her administrative roles. As a leader of the Ridley 
Educational Foundation, she strengthened opportunities for students and educators by 
supporting innovation grants, scholarships, and enrichment programs. She also 
transformed the District Service Recognition Dinner into a meaningful celebration of 
pride and community.
Her influence reaches the national level as well — Gail received the Distinguished Service 
Award from the Association for Middle Level Education and served as a director of its 
Leadership Institute, mentoring educators across the country.
A lifelong Ridley Park resident, devoted Ursinus alumna, traveler, theatre enthusiast, and 
committed volunteer, Gail exemplifies what it means to live with purpose and give back.
Today, we honor her legacy of compassion, mentorship, and unwavering Ridley pride.

Tha�} ×�¼ Ml¯¯ Gal� L. Hel�e�e×e« — a ·«¼e Rld�e× �ege�d.



We invite you to help us highlight these outstanding 
contributions by submitting a nominee through the survey link 

above. 

Each month, we will celebrate the outstanding 
contributions of our alumni and community members 
who inspire, lead, and make a difference. Whether it’s 

through professional accomplishments, volunteer 
service, or everyday acts of kindness, we want to shine 
a light on the people who strengthen our Ridley School 

District family.

PG. 5Al¾moi & Czmm¾oi¶Ý A�� ecia¶izo

Click Here To Fill Out Nominee Form

https://forms.gle/JqxLMNWoBYDnHJkq9


Ridley School District Becomes Apple 
Distinguished School District

"Becoming an Apple Distinguished 
School District is no small task.  It 
reflects years of hard work from 

teachers who continually push the 
boundaries of what’s possible in their 
classrooms, from administrators who 
champion innovation and creativity in 
today’s world, and from students who 

embrace personalized learning in bold, 
new ways.” - Dr. Gina Ciallella, 

Assistant to the Superintendent for 
Curriculum and Student Services

Spotlights On Schools PG. 6

Ridley School District has been designated an 
Apple Distinguished School District, Recognized 
for Innovation, leadership, and educational 
excellence using technology across the entire 
education system. School districts apply and 
are selected for this distinction based on their 
commitment to continuous innovation in 
education across all schools in the system, and 
using Apple products to inspire, imagine, and 
impact teaching and learning districtwide.

Apple Distinguished Schools are centers of 
leadership and educational excellence, with a 
clear vision for how technology-rich 
environments support learning goals. In 
Apple Distinguished Schools, forward-
thinking leaders and their communities work 
to inspire, imagine, and impact teaching and
learning, and they have documented results 
of academic accomplishments. Schools all 
over the world are using iPad and Mac to 
transform learning. As teachers incorporate 
technology into their lessons,
they empower students to lead, learn, and 
thrive, to discover new opportunities, and to 
make their world a better place.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCMRd9RiIcLny0SfV7w5LLFcIDZncfM7h


Legos 
for 

Lincoln

B}ilding Hope, One 
Brick at a Time

S�z¶ligh¶¨ Oo Schzzl¨ PG. 7

RidleÝ’¨ elemeo¶a Ý ¨chzzl¨ 
came ¶zge¶he  fz  “Legz¨ fz  

Lioczlo,” a di¨¶ ic¶-×ide cha i¶Ý 
d iÖe hzoz iog RidleÝ’¨ z×o 
¨¾�e he z, Lioczlo Hao¨zo, 
d¾ iog Childhzzd Caoce  

A×a eoe¨¨ Mzo¶h. S¶¾deo¶¨ aod 
familie¨ czllec¶ed oe× LEGO ¨e¶¨ 
¶z b iog jzÝ ¶z child eo ba¶¶liog 

caoce . All dzoa¶izo¨ ×e e 
deliÖe ed ¶z CHOP aod Nemz¾ ¨ 
Child eo’¨ Hz¨�i¶al zo behalf zf 

Lioczlo—� zÖiog ¶ha¶ ¶he RidleÝ 
czmm¾oi¶Ý i¨ ¶ ¾lÝ b¾ildiog 

hz�e, zoe b ick a¶ a ¶ime.



Ridle� Middle School recei�ed a �onderf}l }pgrade 
thanks to the hard �ork and leadership of an

  Eagle Sco}t troop. 

RidleÝ Middle Schzzl ¨¶aff aod ¨¶¾deo¶¨ a e g a¶ef¾l fz  ¶he ¶ zz�’¨ 
dedica¶izo, �laooiog, aod cz¾o¶le¨¨ Özl¾o¶ee  hz¾ ¨ ¶ha¶ ×eo¶ io¶z 

im� zÖiog ¶hi¨ ¨�ace fz  ¶he ¨chzzl czmm¾oi¶Ý.
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A¨ �a ¶ zf hi¨ Eagle Scz¾¶ ¨e Öice � zjec¶ membe ¨ zf T zz� 339, 
¶zzk zo ¶he challeoge zf  e¨¶z iog ¶he ¨chzzl’¨ z¾¶dzz  

cla¨¨ zzm ¨�ace a¶ RidleÝ Middle Schzzl. The � zjec¶ iocl¾ded 
cleaoiog aod  e�ai iog beoche¨,  ef e¨hiog laod¨ca�iog,  aod 
c ea¶iog ao ioÖi¶iog eoÖi zomeo¶ fz  ¨¶¾deo¶¨ aod ¶eache ¨ ¶z 

eojzÝ lea oiog z¾¶dzz ¨. The  eÖi¶aliçed ¨�ace oz× zffe ¨ a 
�eacef¾l aod f¾oc¶izoal ¨e¶¶iog fz  ¨cieoce le¨¨zo¨,  eadiog 

ac¶iÖi¶ie¨, aod ¨mall-g z¾� di¨c¾¨¨izo¨.



Ale� Bo�é Inspires Ridle� Middle School 
St}dents �ith a Message of Self-Worth and 

Positi�it�
RidleÝ Middle Schzzl ¨¶¾deo¶¨ ×e e ¶ ea¶ed ¶z ao 

¾ofz ge¶¶able a¨¨emblÝ ×i¶h a×a d-×iooiog ¨ioge , 
�e fz me , aod mz¶iÖa¶izoal ¨�eake  AleÜ BzÝé, ×hz¨e 

eoe gÝ aod hea ¶fel¶ me¨¨age filled ¶he a¾di¶z i¾m. BzÝé 
¨�zke ¶z ¨¶¾deo¶¨ abz¾¶ ¶he im�z ¶aoce zf ¨elf-×z ¶h, 

 e¨ilieoce, aod ¶he �z×e  zf �z¨i¶iÖe ¨elf-¶alk— emiodiog 
eÖe Ýzoe ¶ha¶ ¶he ×z d¨ ×e ¾¨e ¶z×a d z¾ ¨elÖe¨ aod z¶he ¨ 

cao ¨ha�e hz× ×e ¨ee ¶he ×z ld.

"You're a 10"
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Through music, humor, and 
personal stories, Boyé 

encouraged students to 
embrace their individuality, lift 
others up, and find strength in 

kindness. His dynamic 
presentation blended powerful 
vocals with uplifting messages 

that had students clapping, 
singing along, and reflecting 
deeply on the importance of 

mental health and self-
confidence.



NO HATE TOUR BRINGS 
POWERFUL ANTI-BULLYING 
MESSAGE TO RHS

RIDLEY HS

Spotlights On Schools PG. 10

The event was 
sponsored by the 
U.S. Marines, who 
partner with the 
tour to promote 

leadership, 
respect, and 

positive choices 
among students.

Ridley High School students recently experienced 
an unforgettable assembly when the No Hate Tour 
rolled into the gym—combining high-energy BMX 
stunts with an inspiring message about kindness, 
inclusion, and standing up to bullying.
 
 Professional BMX riders wowed the crowd with 
incredible flips, jumps, and tricks off ramps and 
boxes, all while sharing personal stories about 
resilience, respect, and the importance of 
supporting one another. The high-flying 
performance kept students cheering, but the tour’s 
deeper message—to treat others with kindness and 
speak up against hate—resonated just as 
powerfully.



RHS STUDENTS LEAD 
WITH HEART THROUGH 
THE PEER MENTORING 

PROGRAM

"It really shows the 
heart of Ridley" 
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At Ridley School District, students are 
leading with empathy, responsibility, and 
kindness through the Peer Mentoring 
Program, where Ridley High School 
students mentor younger peers across 
the district.
 
The program helps students build 
connections, promote positive 
behaviors, and strengthen Ridley’s sense 
of community. Mentors receive training 
in communication, problem solving, and 
leadership—skills that prepare them for 
life beyond high school.
 
Peer Mentoring teacher Deborah Friel 
describes the program as “uniquely 
Ridley,” saying it “shows the heart of our 
students and the real work they do to 
make a difference.”

Teachers across the district praise the mentors as 
role models who bring joy, patience, and 
encouragement into classrooms and playgrounds. 
Whether it’s sitting with a student at lunch, helping in 
class, or lending a listening ear, Ridley’s Peer Mentors 
are making a lasting impact.
 
Through the Peer Mentoring Program, Ridley 
students are proving that leadership begins with 
compassion—and they’re building a brighter future, 
one connection at a time.



RidleÝ Fzz¶ball 
Head¨ ¶z ¶he Di¨¶ ic¶ 

Ooe PlaÝzff¨!

RidleÝ Fzz¶ball had ao z¾¶¨¶aodiog 
¨ea¨zo, fioi¨hiog ¨¶ zog aod 

adÖaociog ¶z ¶he fi ¨¶  z¾od zf ¶he 
�laÝzff¨. The ¶eam ×z ked ha d, 

�laÝed ×i¶h hea ¶, aod  e� e¨eo¶ed 
¶hei  � zg am ×i¶h g ea¶ � ide! 

Field HzckeÝ 
T i¾m�h¨ io Hzme 

PlaÝzff Game!

RidleÝ Field HzckeÝ hz¨¶ed a HOME 
�laÝzff game aod came z¾¶ zo ¶z� 

×i¶h ao eÜci¶iog 3–1 ×io zÖe  
Peoo¨b¾ Ý io ¶he fi ¨¶  z¾od! 

Czog a¶¾la¶izo¨ ¶z ¶he ¶eam fz  ¶hei  
ioc edible effz ¶ aod ¶eam×z k!

C z¨¨ Cz¾o¶ Ý 
R¾ooe ¨ Make 
Schzzl Hi¨¶z Ý

RidleÝ A¶hle¶ic¨ - High Schzzl PG. 12

2025 Fall Sports
A h¾ge ¨hz¾¶-z¾¶ ¶z Cecilia Kaoe, ×hz 

b zke ¶he ¨chzzl 5K  ecz d ×i¶h a blaçiog 
¶ime zf 18:59 aod fioi¨hed 5¶h zÖe all a¶ ¶he 

Ceo¶ al Leag¾e Cham�izo¨hi�¨!
Al¨z, czog a¶¾la¶izo¨ ¶z Olma Ma¶he×z¨ 

fz  �¾alifÝiog fz  ¶he PIAA S¶a¶e 
Cham�izo¨hi�¨!



RHS MARCHING BAND 
IS ON A ROLL

ANTHONY MURGIDI 

RHS Marching Band 
send off Performance

Activities Recap PG. 13

RHS MUSIC 
TEACHER

“This is one of 
the best 

marching bands 
Ridley has had in 

my time here. 
Their potential is 
very high, and I 

can’t wait to help 
them realize it as 

the season 
continues.”

The RHS Marching Band delivered an 
outstanding performance at the USBands 

State Conference, earning second place 
with a score of 86.6. This remarkable 

achievement reflects tremendous growth, 
as the band has improved by more than 15 

points over the course of the season.
Their journey isn’t over yet! The band will 

head to Allentown later this month to 
compete in the USBands National 

Championship, where they will take the 
field alongside 16 top marching groups 

from across the region.
Congratulations to our talented 

musicians, dedicated staff, and supportive 
families—Ridley is cheering you on!



Ridley Comes Together for 

Friday’s Homecoming Game 
featured the Homecoming 

Court and the crowning of this 
year’s King and Queen and a big 

WIN over Penncrest! 

Activities Recap PG. 14

RSD enjoyed a fun and spirited 
Homecoming week filled with 

community pride! The celebration 
kicked off with Dining Under the 

“R’s”, including food trucks, games, 
a concert by James Clark, and a 

movie night for elementary 
students. 

On Saturday, the community lined 
the streets for the annual 

Homecoming Parade, followed 
by Community Day at RHS where 
groups were recognized and the 
RHS Student Government Legacy 
Award was announced. The week 

wrapped up with the RHS 
Homecoming Dance.

Homecoming
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 From student news to 
performances, sporting events, 

and community celebrations, our 
channels give you a front-row 

seat to life at Ridley. Subscribe 
today so you never miss a 

highlight, and share in the pride of 
our students, staff, and schools. 

RSD YOUTUBE

Ridley School District Media PG. 16

Stay connected with all things 
Ridley School District by visiting our 

official YouTube channels!

https://www.youtube.com/@GreenMystiqueMedia
https://www.youtube.com/@WBC-WoodlynBroadcastChannel
https://www.youtube.com/@AllAroundAmosland
https://www.youtube.com/@RidleySchoolDistrict
https://www.youtube.com/@EdgewoodNewsNetwork
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The Locker has released its Fall/Winter clothing 
line!! The new collection will feature a variety of 

seasonal spirit wear perfect for showing your 
Ridley pride throughout the colder months.

Shop Now @ Thelocker.biz

https://thelocker.biz/


Join

Ridley School District is always looking for dedicated 
and enthusiastic individuals to join our team. We are 
currently seeking: Paraprofessionals - Food Service 

Staff - Bus Aides - and more!

Ridley School District

HR Em�lzÝmeo¶ PG. 18

To see current openings and apply, 
please visit our Employment Page

Team

https://www.ridleysd.org/page/employment


FamilÝ S¾��z ¶ Se Öice¨ PG. 19

https://parentguidance.org/
https://parentguidance.org/newsletter/september-2025/?utm_campaign=14986319-Parent%20Guidance%20Monthly%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--es6Y0a674XQ7AMqjJkJsy5vQtn6ZBc61QIDJaFTuwam3OOJx1oMWAJZEhoMTaC8PATm2HCIBMVI7rVBe3bTUSEzvL-A&_hsmi=3780322
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https://www.caresolace.com/site/ridley



